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Regarding Queries Raised about the Mass of Corpus Christi, Sunday 06 June 2021 

 
I have seen that there have been certain queries raised about the youth of the parish being instructed to sit on chairs outside 
the main entrance of the church.  The first question was: Who gave the instruction?  It was I, Father John, who issued the 
instruction.  The second was: Why was the instruction given?  Furthermore, the way that this question is being asked seems 
to carry the implication that it was the wrong thing to do, or even that it was done with sinister or bad motives.  I take 
exception to this, and herewith give my response. 
 
(As a brief aside, this came as quite a surprise, actually, as I have not by any means “re-invented the wheel” here:  The same 
instruction was given and carried out the previous week, without a single complaint.  This got me thinking, and I realised 
that there were certain people who were not in attendance at Mass the previous week, and a comparison of those who did 
not attend with the list of those complaining is actually most revealing.)  
 
In responding, there are a myriad of issues on which I could touch, but for the sake of brevity I will address only two. 
 
1. The Youth 
First and foremost here, I have to express my utter pleasure and pride in the youth of the parish in attendance at this Mass!  
They took the instruction without grumbling, and were incredibly well-behaved and attentive during the entirety of the Mass.  
I had them in full view in front of me at all times during the Mass, and their behaviour was exceptional.  Furthermore, since 
it was a long Mass, I would actually not have minded if they got up occasionally to stretch their legs (since youngsters easily 
become restless when faced with long proceedings), but this did not actually happen as far as I am aware.  In fact, to my 
perception, they did not mind being out there at all. 
 
Secondly, there is the issue of chairs: the youth willingly packed out chairs to sit on, and even packed them away again at the 
end of Mass.  This is most certainly not something that happens when random adults sit outside on chairs.  In fact, I myself 
have had to pack away chairs after Mass as usually people just leave, with no consideration as to who is going to do it. 
 
Thirdly, the suggestion was made last Sunday that I request that all the youth be sent home so as to make space inside the 
church, but I chose not to do this.  I shudder to think about the criticism I would have received if I had chosen this option, 
most especially since what is in reality a non-issue is being turned into an issue by a handful of people. 
 
2. Good Manners 
I was taught from the youngest age, as I know that everyone reading this was also taught, that when a place is full, it is 
nothing more than a mere function of good manners that young people give up their seats to older people.  This is true for 
busses, trains, halls, churches, and so on.  Furthermore, good manners is nothing more than a sign of respect, and here we 
now come full circle.  I find myself distressed and extremely disappointed that I have to address the very thing that I 
preached extensively about at the Mass concerned!  
 
I am not going to rehash the homily that I preached.  All that I am going to say is that I have spoken often about building 
up community in the parish, and it is impossible to build community without taking good manners and respect into account.  
Therefore, if anyone is going to take offense at my insistence on good manners and respect, then that person will have to 
understand that (s)he is going to be offended by me for the rest of my stay here.  In fact, it would actually be my expectation 
that parents themselves would be the ones who instruct their children to make space for others when the church is at 
capacity, as it was last Sunday. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
Lastly, I have also seen the accusation that it was done to “make space for people who came late.”  Firstly, please do not 
make inferences as to what my motives are for doing things, as I guarantee you that you will be wrong.  You cannot infer 
what my motives are, for you cannot see inside my head; and a much better solution would be to ask me.  Secondly, what 
about all the documentation that needs to be filled out?  We don’t get the luxury of just walking into church anymore.  It 
takes a while now.  Thirdly, two wrongs do not make a right, and we don’t lose respect or show bad manners just because 
someone arrives late! 
 
3. Resumption of the Public Celebration of Holy Mass 
I recall at the start of October 2020, and again in November 2020, when we resumed the public celebration of Holy Mass, 
mentioning that “there would be hiccups in the process of reinstituting Mass” as the manner in which we need to adapt to 
new ways of doing things is unprecedented.  I also recall asking for everyone’s “understanding and co-operation” during this 
time and advised that if any changes that were implemented to enable us as a community to safely resume the public 
celebration of Holy Mass were received immaturely and became a matter of contention within the community, we would 
once more need to suspend the public celebration of Holy Mass within our parish until such time as all necessary initiatives 
can be received maturely with the understanding and co-operation of all within the community.   
 
This is not the avenue I would like to follow going forwards, and I believe that everyone is able to work together as a 
community to ensure that we are able to safely and fairly, and with respect for one another, continue with our public 
celebrations of Holy Mass during these unprecedented times.  
 
I pray that you and your families will stay safe and healthy during these times.  
 
 
Ad maiorem Dei gloriam,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Rev. Fr. John E. Keough 
Parochial Administrator, 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Atlantis 
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